
The Honorary Host Committee

Of

TThhee 22000099 RReettuurrnn ttoo RRoooottss CCeelleebbrraattiioonn

Cordially Invites You to Commemorate
The Third Anniversary of the Launch of

wwwwww..RReettuurrnnTTooRRoooottss..oorrgg

Held in conjunction with

The 2009 Bristol Rhythm & Roots Reunion

On

Friday, September 18, 2009

At Five-Thirty in the Evening

The Bristol Trainstation
150 Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard

Bristol, Virginia

Business Casual Attire Recommended



In 2006, Governor Tim Kaine launched the Return to

Roots program. Funded by the Virginia Tobacco Commis-

sion, this program sought to Cnd those native sons and

daughters who left home for educational and job re-

lated opportunities in a pilot ten-county region.

Now, three years later, RReettuurrnn ttoo RRoooottss has a

presence in the 21 counties and independent

cities that make up Virginia’s Great

Southwest!  With over  3,000 registrants

from 47 states and six countries, the Return

to Roots website is growing every day.  In the

past six months, positions hired through the

program have created $446,000 worth of total in-

come per year. The RReettuurrnn ttoo RRoooottss program allows

the world to see Southwest Virginia differently than be-

fore—it show s the rest of the world the opportunities

and quality of life Southwest Virginia offers.  Visitors to the

website come from all 50 states and 92 countries and territo-

ries, such as Malaysia, Canada and the U.K. Not only are peo-

ple just looking to come home, organizations are looking at

Return to Roots as a model program.  Return to Roots was

recognized as a Top 50 SemiCnalist in the 2009 Harvard

University’s Kennedy School’s Ash Institute’s Innovation in

American Government Award and has been featured in the

internationally read Intelligent Community Forum Blog, to

name a few.  New career options and business opportuni-

ties await all who want to be in Southwest Virginia. Start

planning your move today! Register online at
wwwwww..RReettuurrnnTTooRRoooottss..oorrgg to learn more and stay in-

formed about upcoming job and business opportunities.

If you know of a friend or relative who has moved away, tell

them about Return to Roots. Not just for a visit — for a lifetime.
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Three years ago, a group of individuals from
Southwest Virginia decided on a strategy to

begin recruiting people back to the region to
accept career opportunities. That strategy

became known as Return to Roots.
The following individuals have been
instrumental in maintaining that
effort:

SShhaannnnoonn BBlleevviinnss,, DDiirreeccttoorr ooff
EEccoonnoommiicc DDeevveellooppmmeenntt ,, UUnniivveerrssiittyy ooff

VViirrggiinniiaa’’ss CCoolllleeggee aatt WWiissee 

DDaann DDrruummmmoonndd,, DDiirreeccttoorr ooff PPuubblliicc 
AAffffaaiirrss,, BBuurrssoonn--MMaarrsstteelllleerr 

RRaacchheell FFoowwllkkeess,, EExxeeccuuttiivvee DDiirreeccttoorr,,
SSoouutthhwweesstt VViirrggiinniiaa HHiigghheerr EEdduuccaattiioonn CCeenntteerr 

CCaarrll MMiittcchheellll,, PPrreessiiddeenntt && CCEEOO,, VViirrggiinniiaa
EEccoonnoommiicc BBrriiddggee 

GGlleenn ““SSkkiipp”” SSkkiinnnneerr EExxeeccuuttiivvee DDiirreeccttoorr,,
LLEENNOOWWIISSCCOO PPllaannnniinngg DDiissttrriicctt CCoommmmiissssiioonn 

SStteepphhaanniiee SSuurrrreetttt,, PPrroojjeecctt MMaannaaggeerr,,
VViirrggiinniiaa DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt ooff BBuussiinneessss AAssssiissttaannccee

EEdd WWhhiittmmoorree,, RReettiirreedd SSmmyytthh CCoouunnttyy AAddmmiinniissttrraattoorr
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Honorary Host Committee
The Honorable Timothy M. Kaine 

The Honorable William T. “Bill” Bolling 
The Honorable William C. “Bill” Mims 

The Honorable Frederick Carlyle "Rick" Boucher
The Honorable Jim Webb

The Honorable Mark R. Warner 
The Honorable William C. Wampler, Jr.

The Honorable John S. Edwards
The Honorable W. Roscoe Reynolds
The Honorable Phillip P. Puckett 

The Honorable Ralph Smith
The Honorable Joseph P. Johnson, Jr.

The Honorable Clarence E. “Bud” Phillips 
The Honorable Ward L. Armstrong
The Honorable Terry G. Kilgore
The Honorable James M. Shuler
The Honorable Dave Nutter

The Honorable Charles “Bill” W. Carrico, Sr.
The Honorable Anne Crockett-Stark
The Honorable Daniel C. Bowling
The Honorable Charles Poindexter

The Honorable Daniel F. “Dan” Drummond



www.ReturnToRoots.org







VIRGINIA ECONOMIC BRIDGE, INC.

 www.VirginiaEconomicBridge.org ,

A  R E S O U R C E  F O R  T H E  C O M M O N W E A LT H



C O N N E C T I N G  T H E  C O M M O N W E A LT H
Virginia Economic Bridge, Inc., (VEB), a 501 (c3) nonprofit organization, promotes 
the economic vitality and external competitiveness of the Commonwealth through 
business, industry and educational partnerships. Our strength is in our local, state, 
and national partnerships, alliances and contacts. Direct impact is made through 
the management of four signature programs: Virginia’s Business Pipeline, Linked 
Workforce Initiative, Virginia Community Analysis, Research and Development 
(VaCARD) and Return to Roots. Let us become a resource for you. We can help you 
be transformational!

www.VirginiaEconomicBridge.org

SWVA SoVA



_____ Yes, I will attend the 2009 Return To Roots Celebration and have
included my check for the following:

___ Single - $90 ___Patron (4) - $500
___ Couple - $175 ___Sponsor (8) - $1,000

Names of Attendees: _______________________________________

______________________________________________________

_____ Yes, I have reviewed the information on the back of this response
card and would like to sponsor this event as well. Please contact me at
__________________.

____No, I cannot attend but have enclosed my charitable donation of
$_____________ to support efforts to recruit Southwest Virginia’s native
sons and daughters back to the region for career opportunities.

IImmppoorrttaanntt NNoottiiccee
All attendees will receive a complimentary pass to Bristol Rhythm and Roots
Reunion events held on Friday,  September 18, 2009.

Please make all checks payable to “Virginia Economic Bridge, Inc. - RTR.”
Virginia Economic Bridge, Inc. is a §501(c)(3) non-pro@t.  Some portion of
your donation, including your ticket price, may receive charitable donation
status.  For more information or to reserve your tickets with a credit card,
please contact the Virginia Economic Bridge, Inc. at (540) 731-6800.

Please RSVP by September 11, 2009



JJooiinn tthhee RReettuurrnn ttoo RRoooottss SSppoonnssoorrsshhiipp CCiirrccllee

The success of the RReettuurrnn ttoo RRoooottss program depends on the
support of the region and other individuals. Sponsorship
opportunities are available for the Celebration and program.
RReettuurrnn ttoo RRoooottss hopes to partner with companies for this
worthwhile project with the mission of locating Southwest
Virginia native sons & daughters and returning them to
their roots for career and business opportunities. To fulfill
that mission, RReettuurrnn ttoo RRoooottss seeks funding assistance for
the program’s marketing and operations. Return to Roots asks
that you consider sponsoring this worthy venture at one of
the following levels:

5500KK CCiirrccllee
2255KK CCiirrccllee
1100KK CCiirrccllee
55KK CCiirrccllee
22..55KK CCiirrccllee

To @nd out more about these sponsorship opportunities,
please contact Return to Roots Program Manager Carl
Mitchell at (540) 731-6800 or email cmitchell@vebinc.org.


